Treatment options have also greatly improved, with two spot-on medications are now licensed, including; Broadline® (eprinomectin; Merial) for the treatment of L3, L4 and adults A. abstrusus, and L4 and adults Troglostrongylus brevior; and Profender® (emodepside; Bayer) for the treatment of adult A. abstrusus worms. Other products have been reported in literature, but are not currently licensed for the treatment of lungworms in cats in the UK. 3 We note a recent increase in reports of feline lungworm infections (A. abstrusus, T. brevior and Eucoleus aerophilus [aka Capillaria aerophila]) world-wide, particularly across mainland Europe. Italian studies revealed that cats with lungworm infection -somewhat counterintuitively -do not always cough, they may just be dyspnoeic and/or have nasal discharge. The lung pattern is more usually interstitial than bronchial; and the BALF does not always contain eosinophils. 4 One of us (DGM), has recently seen three cases of feline lungworm infection; they were four to 18 months old, two were pedigree, one with little outdoor access (but had been see eating a slug); all had severe pneumonia (Figure 1) , one also had pyothorax, while another had significant submandibular lymphadenopathy. Treatment, with sometimes repeated courses of fenbendazole and/or Advocate™ (moxidectin; as yet unlicensed for the treatment of feline lungworm), plus antiinflammatory courses of prednisolone, was needed to resolve disease.
Since lungworm infections are now being identified more frequently (including by mt62), even in young and pedigree cats with limited outdoor access, it is important that cats exhibiting coughing and/or dyspnoea receive appropriate treatment with Broadline®, Profender® or fenbendazole before undertaking more invasive or expensive clinical investigations e.g. bronchoscopy and/or BAL. Prophylactic worming might be advisable, especially in outdoor cats that cough.
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